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GMDSS radio equipment onboard ves-
sels subject to the STCW Convention 
must hold an MMD or MMC endorsed 
as GMDSS radio operator or GMDSS 
radio maintainer, as appropriate. 

§ 15.405 Familiarity with vessel char-
acteristics. 

Each credentialed crewmember must 
become familiar with the relevant 
characteristics of the vessel appro-
priate to his or her duties and respon-
sibilities prior to assuming those du-
ties and responsibilities. As appro-
priate, these may include, but are not 
limited to, general arrangement of the 
vessel, maneuvering characteristics, 
proper operation of the installed navi-
gation equipment, proper operation of 
firefighting and lifesaving equipment, 
stability and loading characteristics, 
emergency duties, and main propulsion 
and auxiliary machinery, including 
steering gear systems and controls. 

§ 15.410 Credentialed individuals for 
assistance towing vessels. 

Every assistance towing vessel must 
be under the direction and control of 
an individual holding a license or MMC 
authorizing him or her to engage in as-
sistance towing under the provisions of 
§ 11.482 of this subchapter. 

§ 15.415 [Reserved] 

Subpart E—Manning 
Requirements; Inspected Vessels 

SOURCE: Redesignated by USCG–2004–17914, 
78 FR 78001, Dec. 24, 2013, unless otherwise 
noted. 

§ 15.501 Certificate of inspection. 
(a) The certificate of inspection (COI) 

issued by an Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection (OCMI), to a vessel required 
to be inspected under 46 U.S.C. 3301 
specifies the minimum complement of 
officers and crew necessary for the safe 
operation of the vessel. 

(b) The manning requirements for a 
particular vessel are determined by the 
OCMI after consideration of the appli-
cable laws, the regulations in this part, 
and all other factors involved, such as: 
Emergency situations, size and type of 
vessel, installed equipment, proposed 
routes of operation including frequency 

of port calls, cargo carried, type of 
service in which employed, degree of 
automation, use of labor saving de-
vices, and the organizational structure 
of the vessel. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended at CGD 81–059, 54 FR 149, Jan. 4, 
1989] 

§ 15.505 Changes in the certificate of 
inspection. 

All requests for changes to the man-
ning required on the COI must be made 
to the OCMI who last issued the COI, 
unless the request is made in conjunc-
tion with an inspection for certifi-
cation, in which case the request 
should be addressed to the OCMI con-
ducting the inspection. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended by USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 78003, 
Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 15.510 Right of appeal. 

Any person directly affected by a de-
cision or action taken under this part, 
by or on behalf of the Coast Guard, 
may appeal therefrom in accordance 
with subpart 1.03 of this chapter. 

[CGD 88–033, 54 FR 50380, Dec. 6, 1989] 

§ 15.515 Compliance with certificate of 
inspection. 

(a) Except as provided by § 15.725 of 
this part, no vessel may be navigated 
unless it has in its service and onboard 
the crew complement required by the 
COI. 

(b) Any time passengers are em-
barked on a passenger vessel, the vessel 
must have the crew complement re-
quired by the COI, whether the vessel 
is underway, at anchor, made fast to 
shore, or aground. However, the master 
may allow reduced crew for limited or 
special operating conditions subject to 
the approval of the OCMI. 

(c) No vessel subject to inspection 
under 46 U.S.C. 3301 will be navigated 
unless it is under the direction and 
control of an individual who holds an 
appropriate license or officer endorse-
ment on his or her MMC. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 78002, Dec. 24, 2013] 
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